
Secondary Literacy
ACTL October 4, 2023

Sarah Cruz, Secondary ELA Supervisor



Agenda

• Elementary CKLA Update
• Secondary Literacy
• Reading Support
• Curriculum and Instruction
• Writing
• Professional Learning
• Differentiating with Document Based Questions



CKLA Implementation Update - Elementary

• All schools have incorporated most components of CKLA into their daily ELA block. 
The ELA Office is providing additional coaching support to facilitate the 
implementation of core phonics and literacy resources at all elementary schools.

• Implementation of feedback from reading specialists and administrators:
• Adding additional writing lessons to Grades K, 1, 3, 5
• Adding additional explicit writing instruction to K, 1, 2 particularly focusing on mechanics, grammar, and 

punctuation

• Creating 7-9 end of unit “quick checks” in Grades 3,4,5
• 5-10 minute assessments on student iPads
• Checks students’ reading comprehension, grammar and morphological understanding.
• Provides teachers with access to immediate data so they can provide specific instruction to students who 

need reteaching.



Secondary Literacy Data: 2023 SOL

Subject Test Subgroup APS Pass 
Rate

2020-21

APS Pass 
Rate

2021-22

APS Pass 
Rate

2022-23

English

Grade 
6:Reading

All Students 79 79 79

Grade 
7:Reading

All Students 70 80 78

Grade
8:Reading

All Students 81 80 80

EOC: Reading All Students 85 88 86
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Assessment System
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• K-5 assessments
• DIBELS K-5

• 6-9th assessment
• NWEA Map Reading New
• Phonics Screener for Interventions New



Assessment: Reading Screener



Assessment: NWEA MAP

Student Experience
• administered 3x/year
• 6-9th grade
• will take students ~45-

60 minutes
• adaptive assessment 

with 43 total questions
• determines eligibility 

for intervention
• families notified by 

score report letter



Science of Reading
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Interventions



Evidence Based Practices

9

• Build students vocabulary
• Build students decoding skills 

so they can read complex, 
multisyllabic words

• Use complex text
• Use comprehension building 

activities to help student 
make sense of texts



Curriculum and Instruction
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• HMH provides complex text for every unit, every grade 6-12th
• Accessibility read aloud feature
• Consumable workbook for annotations and break in screentime
• Built in Glossary
• Grammar Lessons



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
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• 6-8th grade
• Morphology- study of word parts
• Affixes, Greek, Latin Roots



Word Recognition- Syllable Types
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Intervention
• multisyllable routines
• 6-12th grades
• explicit decoding



Advanced Academics

Intensified Curriculum
• Additional extension texts

• The Diary of Anne Frank play (all)
• Mao's Cultural Revolution article (all)
• "The Pursuit of Disarmament" by JFK (intensified)

• Additional source material required for performance writing
• Expository Essay Rubric (Intensified). How should power be used? After reading the texts and analyzing the art in this unit, write 

an essay to answer the question from the perspectives of individuals studied in the unit. Refer to at least three works in this unit to 
develop your response and cite specific evidence from the works.

• Expository Essay Rubric. How does the use or misuse of power lead to individual or societal change? Using the texts discussed in 
class, your own example, or both, explain your answer.
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• K-2 writing 
strategies 
with coach

• IRW type unit 
assessments 
4th-5th

Elementary

• Performance 
Task per unit

• Newsela IRW 
type tasks

Middle
• Performance 

Task 9th-10th
• IRW type task

High

Writing- New SOL Assessment

• Writing tasks are embedded in the curriculum documents.
• New SOL- Integrated Reading and Writing
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Exploring ways to increase student feedback such as 
Canvas voice comments, Paper Tutoring, AI, and alternative 
methods 



Writing- Student Experience

• reads multiple texts within a unit
• analyzes and discusses the content to prepare for the 

written performance task
• multi-draft opportunities available with annotated 

feedback
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This sentence is very 
effective and I 
appreciate how it 
works as a thesis 
statement.



Professional Learning-Science of Reading

 graduate level coursework on the Science of Reading
 focus on adolescent readers
 research and application to support readers
 guidance to prioritize EL, Sped, and teachers of reading 

courses
 275 participants of secondary teachers
 yearlong training

Word 
Recognition

Language 
Comprehension

Reading 
and Writing 
Connection



Support for English Learners
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Co-teach 
support during 
whole group 
instruction

Small group 
support

Elementary
Sheltered grade 
level English 
courses

English 
language 
development 
courses

Secondary



Support for English Learners
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Differentiating 
with Document 

Based Questions 
(DBQ) 

Meeting Individual Student Needs

https://www.dbqproject.com/about-us/
https://www.dbqproject.com/about-us/
https://www.dbqproject.com/about-us/


Teachers and students in grades 6-
12 have access to the ELA DBQ 
platform. 

Social studies teachers also work 
with DBQ which increases 
collaboration and integrated 
teaching possibilities. 

These units are written in the 7th & 8th grade ELA curriculum documents for both 
general education courses and open enrollment intensified courses.  They will be 
added to the 6th grade general education courses and open enrollment intensified 
courses.  



DBQ & Best Instructional Practices 

Teachers have built in best 
instructional practices throughout 
the DBQ process. 



Every Mini Q Question is Written Twice:  
Differentiation is Embedded in the Materials

Enhanced Version 
has more scaffolding

Clean Version
for more experienced student



Teachers can choose which 
pages to assign to differentiated 
groups of students.  For 
example, EL, students with IEPs 
and/or  below grade level 
readers might do well with 
visuals and/or shorter readings 
as they are developing their 
analytical skills.

Built in Differentiation 

https://www.dbqproject.com/about-us/best-practices/differentiation/


Different supports can be 
added to assignments based 
on student needs.   

• Audio read aloud feature is 
great for EL and below grade 
level readers. This adds 
narration for the  
background and textual 
documents. 





• The Guided Essay replaces 
the Essay Outline Guide 
with more supports with the 
sentence starter format

• Active Essay Builder are 
helpful to inexperienced 
writers. 





Teachers can add their own 
directions, notes, models to each 
assignment.  Modifications for 
students with IEPs can be met this 
way.  For example, teachers can 
also read the directions aloud and 
capture that in a voice note.



Advanced students can do further 
research through links added to the 
assignment as extensions by the 
teacher.  EL and below level readers 
can benefit from visuals related to 
the text that are added through 
links.



Teachers can specify which 
students receive the 
assignment with appropriate 
supports.



Questions?
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